What you can do about gun crime

Concerned about gun crime?  Here’s what you can do: 
If you see people using or carrying illegal firearms, report it immediately to the police, or to CrimeStoppers (new window)
Visit the Connected (new window) website to find out how you can get involved in community projects to fight gun crime
Children and young people face all sorts of pressures and it may be that your child is feeling pressure to follow friends who are in a gang.

You can help your child make the right choice. By recognizing the signs and seeking help, you could make a positive step towards changing the course of your child's life.
Before you talk to your child about gangs, you will need to make sure you know what you are talking about. It is important to understand why young people are drawn towards gangs in the first place, and you'll need to know what the law says. There is also a big difference between the fantasy of being in a gang and the reality, which may seem obvious to you but will not be so obvious to your child.
Get involved in your child’s life

· praise and acknowledge your child’s achievements and effort 

· make your child proud of the family roots 

· talk more with your child 

· get involved with your child’s school and after school activities, if you can 

· encourage your child to take part in after school activities 

· take the time to get to know your child’s friends and their families
· It’s important that you encourage your child to get involved in positive activities and explore any interests they have. 

· To find out what activities are happening in your area contact your local council and ask to be put through to the youth service department
Help your child to lead a positive life

· be a good role model – remember children learn from what they see and experience at home 

· encourage good study and play habits 

· help them to think about risks and danger – to themselves and others 

· teach them how to cope with peer pressure 

· teach them how to deal with conflict without using violence

Discipline

· set limits and boundaries 

· stick to your rules and avoid double standards – always set a good example 

· teach them that actions have consequences, and that they should always have respect for others 

· don’t let younger children stay out late or spend a lot of time on the streets 

· limit access to alcohol, and if you do let them drink, keep an eye on how much

Keeping older children safe

· there are some things your teenagers can do to keep safe on the streets:

· when travelling by bus, your child should use bus stops on busy roads 

· if someone tries to take something from your child, they shouldn't try to fight 

· mobile phones and other valuables should be kept out of sight, and mobile phone ringers should be turned off to avoid attracting attention 

· don't let your child carry weapons because they are more likely to be used against your child, and it's illegal 

· encourage your child to speak up if they are being bullied or feel they might be in danger 

· Getting out of gangs / Staying out of gangs

· When gang members decide that they want to get out of the gang, there are a few simple steps that they can begin to follow:

· Never tell the gang you want out. You may be beaten or even killed.

· Begin spending your time doing other things. Instead of spending time with your gang friends, find something else to do during that time. Look around. There are possibilities everywhere: sports, recreation centers, Boys & Girls Clubs, arts programs, drama, school activities, and even spending time with your family.

· Try to stop looking like a gangster. For many gang members, dressing down makes them feel safe because other people are scared of the way they look. Stop wearing the clothes that you think are gangster clothes.

· Stop talking like a gangster, acting like a gangster, and hanging out with gangsters. Find other things to say, other things to do, and other people to hang out with. (HINT: this is much easier if you stop dressing like a gangster first.)

· Get good at making excuses. Your parents can probably help you with this, but if not, try asking a teacher or older friend for help. Some former gang members have said that when they started trying to get out they stopped taking phone calls from their gang and had their family tell friends they weren't home.

· Find people who support you and believe in you. Getting out of gangs isn't easy but it can be done. Find people, especially adults, who think that you are special and will keep telling you that. 
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Getting out of a gang. Use the links below to help you get out of the situation you are in
·  www.bedehouse.org/ 

· www.bassac.org.uk/ 

· www.usatfbmf.com/ 

· www.callingtheshots.org.uk/home.php 

· www.princes-trust.org.uk 

· www.crimestoppers-uk.org/ 

· www.talktofrank.com/home_html.aspx 

· www.southwarkalliance.org.uk 

· www.southwark.gov.uk 

· www.childline.org.uk 

· www.nspcc.org.uk 

· www.ceop.gov.uk 

· www.london.gov.uk 

· www.damilolataylortrust.org 

· www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk 

· www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 

· www.csef.net 

· www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods/ 

· www.blackboyscan.co.uk 

· wwww.victimsupport.org.uk 

· www.outsidechance.org/ 

· www.metbpa.cfclientzone.net 

· www.need2know.co.uk/
The police's 'Stop and Search' powers

Police officers may stop you, and have the right to search any person or vehicle, if they suspect you of an offence - including carrying an offensive weapon. Weapons regarded as offensive include, but are not limited to, the following:

· flick knives 

· gravity knives 

· knuckle-dusters 

· sword-sticks 

· samurai swords 

· hand-claws 

· foot-claws 

· belt-buckle knives 

· push daggers 

· butterfly knives 

· blow-pipes or guns 

· kubotan (cylindrical container, holding spikes) 

· shuriken (also known as 'death stars' or 'throwing stars') 

· telescopic truncheons (automatically extending) 

· kusari-gama (sickle attached to a rope, cord or wire) 

· kyoketsu-shoge (hook-knife attached to a rope, cord or wire) 

· kusari (weight attached to a rope, cord or wire) 

· disguised knives (for example, lipstick knives) 

· stealth knives 

· straight, side-handled or friction-lock truncheons

If you would like more information on the stop-and-search powers the police have and your rights if you are stopped, follow the link below.  Stop and Search Explained: How Police Powers Work in the Community (new window)
What happens if I’m stopped and searched?

If you are stopped, you will first be asked where you are going and what you have been doing. The police may then decide to search you but only if they have a good reason, for example, that you fit the profile of a criminal seen in the area, or they think you’re acting suspiciously.

Here are some facts about stop and search:

· the search will take place on the street

· if the officer asks you to remove more than your coat and gloves, or anything you wear for religious reasons, they must take you somewhere out of public view

· you’ll be asked to turn out your pockets and show the officers the contents of your bag

· they can also search your vehicle, even if you aren’t present, but they must leave a notice to say what they’ve done

· if you’re carrying something illegal, such as a weapon, or the police believe you’ve committed a crime, you may be arrested

· if they don’t find anything, your details will be recorded for monitoring purposes, and you’ll be allowed to go

Can I complain about being stopped and searched?

You should not be stopped or searched just because of your age, race, gender, sexual orientation, disability, religion, the way you dress or because you’ve committed a crime in the past.

If you believe you were stopped and searched unreasonably, or you were not treated fairly or with respect, you can complain to:

· your local police station (new window) 

· a Citizen’s Advice Bureau (new window) 

· the Independent Police Complaints Commission (new window) 

· the Commission for Racial Equality (new window) 

· a solicitor
Think about raising these points with your child: 

By carrying a knife or gun you: 
· have a false sense of security;

· could be arming your attacker,                
· increasing the risk of getting stabbed or injured; 

· are breaking the law
Not carrying, and walking away from confrontation: 
· is what the vast majority do; 

· is the tougher thing to do; 

· If things keep going this way, where will I be in a few years time?

· What will happen to me? 

· Will I be alive?
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