Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                    November 2011

RE: YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMINATIONS 05 – 16 DECEMBER 2011

This term is key in determining the outcomes for year 11 students sitting GCSE examinations in Summer 2012.  To this end we have, up to this point, been supporting year 11 boys to produce coursework and controlled assessment of the highest quality.  In addition to this we need to give them the opportunity to sit examinations which will prepare them for those to come next year.

Mock examinations are critical in giving both students and their teachers important information about areas of strength and weaknesses on which they need to work before the final GCSEs.  It is essential that boys prepare thoroughly for these exams and we would ask for your continuing support in this matter.  It would be a mistake for boys to under prepare; it makes the information both they and their teachers receive from the outcomes meaningless.  As a guide, we would expect students to be doing 1½ - 2 hours active revision each evening in preparation.  The outcomes of the mocks may help determine whether or not students have the opportunity to sit higher tier papers available in some subjects.

To support his preparation for the mocks your son has access to high quality revision materials available at www.samlearning.com.  He should know how to access these materials via username and password specific to him.  If he does not know these he should contact Mrs Carey at Pupil Reception as soon as possible.

The mock exams will take place from Monday 05 December 2011. From this date students will be expected to attend school only when they have an examination or study session to attend.  All exams will commence at 09.00 or 13.45 sharp and students must wear full school uniform.

I attach a schedule of examinations and assessments taking place during the two week period. This gives an outline of all activities. Your son will receive a personalised timetable next week which will give information of the exact sessions he needs to attend. As well as examinations, many subjects are running sessions which are focused on the completion of GCSE controlled assessment or BTEC (and other Level 2 qualifications) assignment work. If your son has these sessions on his personalised timetable it is important to note that they are not optional; your son must attend them. BTEC subjects not running sessions will be giving students clear instructions about the work they are expected to complete during the two week period. 

You will notice when looking at the examination schedule that there are two sessions included for ALAN tests. ALAN is the Adult Literacy and Numeracy Level 2 qualification which has an equivalence of grade B at GCSE. We will be entering the vast majority of Year 11 students for this qualification over the course of the year; the sessions on 05 and 06 December will allow the first tranche of students to sit the tests and so, hopefully, gain an equivalent grade B by the New Year. There is no teaching involved in preparation for the tests, but there are practice materials on the Edexcel website. Details of these will be given on the personalised timetables of those boys sitting the test during the mock examinations

Should any student be unable to study at home during the Mock Exam period I will make arrangements for them to study in school.  If this is the case I would be grateful if you would contact me.

I realise that there is a great deal of information in this letter and so if you have 

queries relating to any of it please do not hesitate to contact me

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter by returning the reply slip to 

your son’s Tutor.

Yours sincerely,

M J Sullivan

Deputy Headteacher

                                                                                       Ref:   LK/SLT/MSU/KS4Letter_ Yr11 Mocks 

Reply Slip:                           Please return to Tutor

(PLEASE PRINT)

Student’s Name: _______________________________ Tutor Group: _______

I have received the letter regarding the Mock Examinations.

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________ 

